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Anather year has passed and one of the
ereal memortahized holidays of the New
ear will soon be here, D, Martin Luther
ing Jr. Commemoration Day.
The civil-rights leader’s words and ac-
bomplishments are true inspiration for a
broup of local peace activists campaign-
ng for a proposed UL.S. Department of
eace that would work beside the Depart-
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ment of Justice to reduce violence and
advocate For equality 15sues in this coun-
oy and others,

As Dr. Martin Luther King-ha
“Human progress is neither automatic nor
inevitable... Every step toward the goal of
justice requires sacrifiee, sof . and
strugple; the nreless exerions and pe
ate concern of dedicated individuals”

One of those tirel
volunteers Lo today is Ken Bry
volunteer coordinator for the Peace De-
partment campaign in the Portland-metro
aread.

“I have been volunteering for the effort
o an average of 10-15 hoors a week for
over two %, says Bryan. “1 got in-
volved because like my generation
tailedina bigway, My son’sworld 15 more
threatened than mone was and T dido™
miake the effort wy get invalved when Lwas
vounger,”

iment of Peace would he

ist the sovernment with

issues like prisoner rehubilitilion, gang
vielence, alobal conflicts hke the wars
Fraw and Alghanistan, protecting and di

tributing resources, educating children and

many other means for vicolence through

continued N on page BS

Ken Bryan (left
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Y and Connle Saylar are activists warking to reduce viatence in the United States and other countries by the creation of a U.S. Peace Departime
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Local Peace Activists
Inspired by King’s Work
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peaceful negotiation and conflict
resplution technigues,

The effort 15 mimed at creating
practical programs and principles
of peacesbuilding, to take the field
of peace-building {rom the mur-
gins of polical and societal dia-
logue and make it 2 fuactor in
» policymaking, investment and
-~ understanding. The department
* would achieve this primarily
< through a massive public-educa-
* tion, outreach and citizen-lobby-
* ingeffort,

Y “Dir; Martin Luther King's
. teachings about civil rights and
s equality ook me to root into our
* culture. It dida’t happen over-
night. Some didn't believe it
would happen atall,” savs Bryan,

“this effort is possible but it will

take time and participating people

o achicve.”

The campaipn is aimed at the
meguality that is still inour seci-
. ory today issues thutinelude eco-
. nomics, social prejudices and the
o enviTonment
"Weare apptoaching peace in
. thesame way as Dr, King did, by
working o it up the poorest
amone us 50 that our neighbors
are secure economically and re-
sources are shared, There can’t
be peace unless equality is among
all of us" says Bryan,
Cme of Dr- Martin Lather King's
famious guotes is being echoed
by the Peace Alliance and peace-

makers today, A nation that
continues year after vear to spend
more money oo military defense
than on programs of social uplifi
is approaching spiritual doom.™
The Peace Alliance elfort has a
network of volunteers inall 50states
working 1o urg;z Tobbyasts, help
fundraising efforts, cet donations,
speak to the public and spread the
wird through outside organizations
and scheols, The grassroots move-
mentis growingrapidly. Ieswebsite

Wt

“rake alook around you and imag-
ine what it would be like to have
equality in the way that Martin
Luther King dreamed. No matter
what your race, age. gender, eco-
nomic  standpaint is, everyone
wants o live in peaceful neish-
borhoods, have their children
safe al school and not have to
build their houses into fortresses.
We all can agree with that and
make il a platform for discession
to begin making a change.”
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“* Now is a great time to rise up

and demand change...take a
look around you and imagine
what it would be like to have
equality in the way that Martin
Luther King dreamed.

— Ken Bryan, campaign coordinatorfor

the creation of a U.5. Department of Peace

is receiving 60,000 (o a million hits
per month. There are 42,000 sup-
poriers. of the movemnent nabion-
wide and supporters of the preani-
zation have sentover 25,000 letters
Wy a vanety of members of con-
press, nol counting posteards,
phone calls and emails.

NG s A rreal ime Lo fse up
and demand change,” savs Bryan,
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Tolearn more shout how 1o get
involved in the Peace Alliance
you can visit their website at
wiaw. thepeaceallionce.org and
click on Act Now! or wvisit
dopeampaign.org, KenBryancan
be contacted at kendbivan
& vahoo.com for information on
volunieering and events in the
Portland ares.



