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Activist Advances Local, Political

Keeping progress
on justice issues
in focus

By Chawriry Pratir
Thr Porriann (OBSERVIER

Jo Ann Bowman, 49, siis in
herotfice thinking for a moment
about her upbringing, her expe-
riences, and her appreciation
for Dr. Martin Tuther King.

“It wasn't until adulthood
when | really began apprecial-
ing MLK. | was always more of
a Maleolm X fan, only because
Tcouldn’timagine being abused
and nol having a right (o strike
buck,” Bowman says. “Nowi-
days, we are still fighting rue-
iszm, just during a different time
of war.”

Bowman is the associale di-
rector of Oregon Action and
hias been since 2004, There, she
i commitied (o educating low
income peaple and advocating,
politically and otherwise, for their
best interest.

“We are focused on getting
people connected and excited
aboutourpolitical system,” Bow-
mMan says.

Oregon Action is a member-
chin<based oreanveation that fre-
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Oregon Action is a member-
ship-hased organization that fre-
quently works on combating lo-
cal issucs.

*One member of ours s an
immigrant and spoke about get-
ting pulled over by the police

four times in a short period of

time,” she says. “And to ad-
dress thal we held communily
meetings so the police could
share their policies with the com-
mumnily and the community could
share with them their view-
points.”

Along with addressing racial
profiling, Orcgon Action works
to register new volers during
glection times. and advocate for
low income people who other-
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Community activist Jo Ann Bowman (left) and Turiya Autry, professor of Black Studies at Portfand State University, attend a faH semrnar 6]
racial profiling and resistance in Portland.

wise might think that they have
no effect on imnfluencing their
loeal community.

Bowman was born and raised
in Baltimore, Md. and for a briel
period of ime attended the Uni-
versity of Maryland. She soon
lefi her college career Lo join the
MNavy, She spent fourand & half
yeurs traveling in the service.

“The most amazing place we
stopped at was Mombiasa, Af-
rica (along the Kenya coast),”
she says, 1t was the [irst time |
had cver been to a place where
a majorily of the people looked
just like me. It was incredible.”

Bowimnan's parents’ generi-
tion lived through segregation
and she remembers them telling
her ahout it. Sadly, she believes
that hor generation has, in a
sense, protected their children ‘
from the history of racism by not
passing the stories down.

After the Navy, Bowman
worked in real estate and de-
cided to move on after she no-
ticed that the real estate indus- |
try was on a downward swing.

Shemoyedto Oregon in 1990,
from Oakland, Calif. She wanted

lo be able to afford her own |

home and =il be elose to the

waler and I'.l](‘.lUl'IL':tiﬂS.
“Tt was a toss up between

Denyer and Portland,’

"she says,

*I chose Porlland because 1
knew one person here that |
couldstay withuntil I gotajob.”
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One of her first jobs in Or-
egon was working for Bev Stein,
whowias the chairof Multnomah
Board of Commissioners at the
time, which was the largest in-
fluence on her next decision.

“I sasw her and [ thought T can
do this!™”

Bowman ran for State Rep-
resentative in northeast Port-
land after that, “And T won!”

She remembers elective of-
fice as one of the most reward-
ing jobs she has ever had.

“The hours were terrible. the
pay was awful, but [ came home

knowing that 1 had impacted
other people’s lives,” she says.

Ultimately, inlluencing
people’s lives and uniting the
comrounity is what Bowman
lives tor.

“Even though we are fighting
a different war today, Martin
Luther King’s words come back

N Biaitional
racism is our
biggest problem.

— Portland activistJo Ann Bowman )

ot

to me,” Bowman says,

“Institutional racism 1s our
biggest problem. Our country
1zt a huge melting pot of dif-
ferent ethnicities or a tossed
salad of immigrants, unless we
address racism as a country, as
an issue, inequality will continue
to be created.”



